The reading states that although human being had several successful travels to the moon in the 1960s and 1970s, mars Mars is 150 times further/farther away from the earth than the moon is, so the project of sending humans to the mars Mars would require solving an array of problems the moon mission did not have to face. The lecturer, however, finds the idea dubious and casts doubt on the reasons proposed by the reading passage.

The author argues that a round trip to Mars and back is likely to take at least two years, so it will not be easy to bring enough supplies of food, water, and oxygen. Conversely, the lecturer brings up the idea that astronauts can cultivate their food by hydroponic, which uses water for growing food instead of soil. Also, they can recycle water and use freshwater, ; moreover, the crops which are cultivated can absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen.

Furthermore, the reading holds the view that astronauts will be endangered in/on mars Mars because of zero-gravity environments and lose their muscles and bone density. On the contrary, the professor underlines the fact that the astronauts experience this situation in space stations many times, and they can solve these problems with regular exercise and using calcium.

Finally, the reading asserts that astronauts on a mission to the mars will be exposed to dangerous levels of space radiation. In contrast, the speaker dismisses this issue due to the fact that the dangerous level of radiation is an occasional problem, and most of the time, the situation is normal. For critical situations, astronauts can use shelter and shield for protecting themselves from dangerous solar radiation.
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Well done! 
To score high on the test, keep practicing regularly! 
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