Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
It is often not a good idea to move to a new city or a new country because you will lose old friends.


It is critically important that we consider the significant impacts of essential decisions such as immigration on our life. Personally, I believe migration to foreign countries or other stats states won’t have terrible effects on one’s friendship. I feel this way for two reasons, which I will explore in the following essay.
To begin with, due to the development of the internet and internet-based social media such as Facebook or Instagram, it has not been/become easier to communicate with palsone’s friends/companions. These applications make a platform to send and receive messages and even making make video calls from all around the world instantly. My personal example is a compelling illustration of this. Twelve years ago, I decided to apply to a university in Canada to complete my Ph.D. in literature. At that time, I was so sad because I thought I might lose my friends. When I went abroad, one of my colleagues suggested that I use Facebook to make contact with my friends and family. It worked, and the dream of having interaction with the old friends and not losing them came into reality. 	Comment by Hamed Aalaee: Informal 
Furthermore, the price of airplane tickets decreased over the past ten years, which makes it even easier to travel home and visit friends. In most countries, there are vacations every three months, and it is an excellent opportunity to come back home. For instance, at the end of each semester, I am two weeks off, and I buy reasonably cheap tickets for myself and my wife, and we return to India (Iran?). At first, we hold a ceremony and invite all of our friends and our family. In the next few days, we go to their house and bring souvenirs for them. It helped helps me a lot to keep my friends and not to lose them. (You may discuss the advantages of immigration as well.)
In conclusion, I strongly believe that moving to other places won’t hurt old friendships. This is because social media and regular trips to home townhometown can help pals friends to continue their relationship and by that, they always are aware of each other and they don’t forget their relationships.


Number of words: 345
Time: 60 min
	1. Development: how well you address the topic and how well your details, reasons and examples support your ideas
· You provided good reasons and examples to support your ideas!  
· You may include more details and examples in your essay. ~400-450 words will be great.

	2. Organization: write in paragraphs, use transitions, support the topic and avoid redundancy
· Your intro is well organized, it addresses the topic effectively and the thesis is clearly stated.
· The body paragraphs address the topic adequately. You included the topic sentence, explained it and provided evidence to support it.
· The concluding paragraph adequately wraps up the discussion by restating the main idea and providing final remarks.


	3. Language Use: sentence structure, word choice, vocabulary and use of grammar
· There are minor grammatical mistakes.
· To raise your score, you are advised to employ a variety of grammatical structures, vocabulary and correct collocations. When you use words, you should check their usage and correct collocations.

	Further Comments:
· You should adjust the time through regular practice.
· Brainstorming sample topics and reading sample essays will help you develop the ideas more effectively with a variety of details and examples.

	Your Estimated Score:  23-24/30
[bookmark: _GoBack]A good start! 
*This is only an estimated score. Your score on the actual test will be calculated based on how well you perform in both integrated and independent tasks and how you meet the criteria within the standard time limit.  
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